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WHO WE ARE

OUR MISSION

To reduce the negative impacts of
invasive species in the Fraser Valley.

The Fraser Valley Invasive Species Society (FVISS) is a non-profit society
focusing on invasive species. We work towards our mission by providing
public outreach and engagement, encouraging and supporting coordinated
and collaborative invasive species management actions, and conducting on-
the-ground removal and treatment activities.

OUR GOALS

1 Advocate for Coordination and Management of Invasive Species
2 Increase Awareness, Education, and Knowledge Sharing
J Establish FVISS as the Regional Resource for Invasive Species

A Maintain a Well-Functioning and Resilient Organization



WHERE WE WORK

Spanning the Fraser Valley to the Lower

Fraser Canyon, the FVISS operates within
the boundaries of the Fraser Valley
Regional District, situated between Metro
Vancouver to the west, Thompson-Nicola
and Okanagan-Similkameen to the east,
Squamish-Lillooet to the north, and the
US border to the south.
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The Fraser Valley Invasive Species Society is grateful to live, work, and play on the traditional,
ancestral and unceded territory of the St4:16 People. We manage invasive species in contribution to
the ongoing stewardship of S'6lh Téméxw, which the St6:10 have been doing since time immemorial.
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OUR TEAM
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OUR STAFF

Our people are our greatest resource, thank you to our 2025 staff!

e Kathy Ma Green, Executive Director

¢ Erica Mulder, Outreach Program Coordinator
¢ Jocelyn Rahnborn, Field Programs Coordinator
e Megumi Metcalfe, Summer Program Assistant
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2025 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

FVISS is governed by a Board of Directors made up of volunteers who help guide the strategic
plan and direction of the organization. We are grateful for their time and commitment!

¢ Victoria Brookes, Chair e Janne Perrin, Director

¢ Alida Janmaat, Vice Chair e Steve Clegg, Director

¢ Nichole Marples, Treasurer ¢ Aysha McConkey, Director
e Terisha Bailey, Secretary ¢ Vanessa Hart, Director

Ken Schwaerzle, Director
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COMMUNICATION &
ENGAGEMENT

OUTREACH IN THE COMMUNITY

From weed walks to table displays, we were out and about in the community in 2025!

These efforts helped raise awareness, build skills, and remind people that we all can do our part in
protecting the Fraser Valley from invasive species. Training and presentations are tailored to the
audience, aiming to provide targeted and useful information that is ready to implement.
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DIGITAL ENGAGEMENT 2\
Online, our website, newsletters and social media 219 u

platforms help us stay connected to residents, sharing SUBSCRIBERS
facts and information, and raising awareness with 3 NEWSLETTERS

people beyond who we can speak to in-person.
E] 49,000+
WEBSITE

J\J 139 WWW. fvis\s/:: "
L 93,000+ POSTS ON o
REACHED ON

SOCIAL MEDIA
SOCIAL MEDIA ﬁ @FraserValleylnvasives

ONLINE RESOURCES

The FVISS aims to be the main resource on invasive species for the Fraser Valley. The best
way for us to do that is by developing helpful resources based on feedback and requests
from residents, land managers, and invasive species practitioners.

Some guides created in 2025 include:
¢ Look-alike Guide
- Blackberry and Rubus Plants
¢ Invasive Chafer Beetles vs Japanese Beetles
¢ Native Plant Resources - Gardening with
Native Plants
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BUY NATIVE
PLANTS INSTEAD!

See alternatives to commmon invasive plants & find
native plant suppliers and resources for the Fraser Valley




PROGRAMS

KNOT ON MY PROPERTY (KOMP)

Funded by the Fraser Valley Regional District (FVRD), we administered and
1 1 coordinated the Knot On My Property (KOMP) cost-share pilot program to
encourage residents to control knotweed growing on private property.

PROPERTIES Participating landowners were able to have 50% of the treatment costs
PARTICIPATED  covered (up to $500 per address).

INVASIVE PLANT BAG PICKUPS 21

ADDRESSES

INVASTVE @ The Invta\swe Plant .Bag. Pickup PARTICIPATED
program is open to all invasive plant
A s species, however every August, ‘
R A G w o R T tansy ragwort is the focus in =

. agricultural neighbourhoods due to
P I c I( u P its toxicity to livestock.

In 2025, the Tansy Ragwort Pickup Schedule targeted:
e East Chilliwack/Rosedale e Mt Lehman/Bradner BAGS
* Sumas Prairie/South Sumas * Matsqui, West Abbotsford PICKED UP
e Cultus/Columbia Valley e Hatzic/Dewdney to Deroche
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FRASER VALLEY INVASIVE SPECIES SOCIETY &
TRINITY WESTERN UNIVERSITY - THE KNOTWEED LAB

Maating Location: Pasch Park Parking Lot
Register: Email info@fiss.ca or fill out this form




FIELD PROJECTS &
OPERATIONS

INVASIVE PLANT MANAGEMENT

In 2025, our staff and contractors tackled invasive plants across the Fraser Valley through targeted
surveys, treatments, and ongoing monitoring. Using local contractors and being in contact with local
practitioners allow us to stay updated on invasive plants being found on-the-ground, update our
annual mapping data, and keep apprised of any newly available management methods or strategies.

2,032

OBSERVATIONS

& Mechanical Treatments
® Chemical Treatments
Observations

958

SITES WITH NO
PLANTS FOUND

1,063

TREATMENTS
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INVASIVE PLANT
SPECIES TREATED

HECTARES | ot » € A5 6 S R00y - o
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OBSERVATIONS BY NUMBERS

We surveyed for 63 different invasive plant species throughout the Fraser Valley. Some priority
species were then followed-up with treatments. Other invasive plants were inventoried to
understand their distribution and range, helping us track their presence and spread across the region.
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POST-FLOOD
MONITORING
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The 2021 November atmospheric river
events caused significant damage to the
Fraser Valley. One of the concerns were
potential invasive plant spread as a result
of the flooding, landslides, and follow-up
mitigation and recovery maintenance.

For three years from 2023 to 2025, we
received funding from the Ministry of
Forests to conduct post-flood site
disturbance surveying and mapping,
inventorying and taking photos at
established photo-plots every year to
monitor the spread of invasive plants in
five flood-impacted areas, including: along
the Sumas River, Chilliwack-Vedder River,
and Nicomen Slough.

This data goes to inform and support the
Province’s ongoing invasive species post-
disaster strategy and mapping across BC.

BRITISH = Ministryof
COLUMBIA = Forests
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INVASIVE MUSSEL MONITORING

Invasive mussels are still not present in BC!

2025 was our 8th year monitoring for invasive mussels in Fraser Valley waterways. We were
able to continue sampling for Zebra mussels (Dreissena polymorpha) and Quagga mussels
(Dreissena rostriformis bugensis), and additionally for 2025, the newly found in North America
Golden mussels (Limnoperna fortunei).

* Main Beach, Cultus Lake
5 ¢ Maple Bay, Cultus Lake
¢ Harrison Lake

WATERBODIES . Silver Lak
/WATERWAYS . BI ver ie Sont Launch
MONITORED arrowtown boat Launc

e [sland 22 Boat Launch
¢ Dewdney Boat Launch

This lake sampling is part of BC's Invasive Mussel
Defence Program, which also includes the highway boat
inspection stations that target boat movement.

d e -~ WATER SAMPLES
32 COLLECTED
(for: ¥¢Iiger/ larvae testing)

'SUBSTRATE SAMPLERS
INSTALLED i
(for adult mussel monitoring)= =
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__NO INVASIVE
USSELS FOUND!
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Funding for this project was provided by the BC Ministry of Environment and Climate Change,
Fisheries and Oceans Canada and Habitat Conservation Trust Foundation.

AN, b,
HABITAT CONSERVATION Ministry of I*I Fisheries and Oceans

= BRITISH Ernvironment and
? # TRUST FOUNDATION CotumBia | Climate Change Strategy Canada
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We sincerely thank our funders for their continued support of the FVISS. They enable us to
continue raising awareness of invasive species, coordinate with our network to stay apprised
of new introductions, and conduct management efforts throughout in the Fraser Valley.

2025 FINANCIAL SUMMARY

FUNDING
BY SOURCE

Provincial Government
Local Government

Industries/Urtilities

Grants/Other NGO
|
Wage Subsidies 3%
|
Other Funding 1%

BREAKDOWN
BY PROGRAM

Administration &

Coordination Field Program

(Plants)

Field Program

Out h &
Lreac (Aquatics)

Engagement
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FUNDING PARTNERS &
IN-RIND SUPPORT
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THANK YOU FOR
SUPPORTING
THE FVISS!



Fraser Valley Invasive Species Society
PO Box 16021 Sumas Mountain, Abbotsford BC, V3G 0Cé6

778-548-3847

info@fviss.ca

fviss.ca ﬁ @FraserValleylnvasives
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